Success Story
Angeline Bilonda
2020 Ottawa Community Loan Fund
Executive Director Service
Recognition Award Winner
Every year the Ottawa Community Loan Fund (OCLF)
gives an Executive Director Service Recognition Award to a
deserving client.
The award was created in 2019 to express appreciation
for the accomplishments of retired Executive Director
Michael Oster. The recipient will demonstrate resilience
and has experienced a positive impact from the OCLF
program they participate in.
It brings us joy to tell the story of our 2020 recipient,
Angeline Bilonda, a client of our Foreign Credential
Recognition Program.
Highly educated, Angeline possesses a medical degree
with a specialization in radiology, and a subspecialty in
mammography from the University of Johannesburg.
Leaving behind her husband and two young children in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Angeline applied for
asylum and arrived in Canada in June 2016. Under
humanitarian and compassionate grounds, Angeline
was approved for permanent residence in April 2018.
While working full-time at Chartwells Restaurant to
support herself and fulfill her goal of reuniting her
family in Canada, Angeline reached out to OCLF to
access a professional development loan through our
Alterna program. With this loan, she registered to
complete the licensing process to become a medical
imaging technician

Then in 2020, Angeline reconnected with the OCLF
team seeking financial support to help her finish her
training and obtain a certificate in Breast Imaging,
Breast Imaging Diagnostics, and a certificate in Breast
Imaging Screening. This time, she was eligible to
receive support and services through our Foreign
Credential Recognition Program, including a lowinterest professional development microloan.
Unfortunately, shortly after being approved for the
loan, her husband unexpectedly passed away. She
returned to Africa to bring her two children home to
Canada, ages 8 and 12. Somehow, while grieving for
her husband and taking care of her children as a
single mother, she found the strength to attend
OCLF’s Financial Empowerment Workshops and start
studying.
Despite several challenges, Angeline continues to
work towards completing her training – to date
successfully, she has successfully finished the first 2
courses and is working on her 3rd course. The 3rd
course requires that Angeline work in a hospital
setting. She has secured a position with the Ontario
Breast Screen Program at the Ottawa Hospital.
Angeline continues to demonstrate her resilience, and
the OCLF team is confident that she will reach her goal
of becoming a licensed medical imaging technician.
The FCRP team continues to support Angeline as she
continues her journey towards her goals – we look
forward to hearing that she has successfully
completed her licensing requirements soon.

